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On the occasion of university degrees being
conferred in 1897 Sibelius, who was at the time
deputising as teacher of music at the University,
composed a cantata to words by A. W. Forsman,

The summer of 1897 was spent in Lojo, where
his mother-in-law owned a small estate. Here the
ballad " Koskenlaskijan Morsiamet" (The Ferry-
man's Brides) for voice and orchestra was composed,
fascinating in its rare combination of sombre
dramatic suffering and delicate lyrical tenderness.

At this time an important change occurred in
Sibelius' life. After the first performance of
" Kullervon voices were raised in the news-
papers, urging that by means of a public grant
the young composer should be enabled to devote
himself entirely to his creative work. The Senate
turned a favourable ear to the request and allowed
him an annual Government grant of 2,000 marks.

It is curious to see how the decision of the
Finnish Government is regarded in his book on
Sibelius by Mr, Cecil Gray, brought up in a country
where artists are not spoilt by encouragement in
this form on the part of the ruling Government*

" Such a generous and enlightened gesture on the
part of a government towards a young artist must
be well-nigh unique in modern times and deserves
every praise. It must be admitted, however, that
there are certain risks attached to such a well-
meaning course of action, removing as it does one